THE BULL RAMPANT ,
tember id, when finally he took his leave of him,
When they heard of his departure from the Court of
Louis, his numerous enemies experienced almost as
much chagrin as that which had been occasioned
them by his going thither. For they had been consol-
ing themselves of late with a fresh rumour; and again
they were believing what it pleased them to believe.
Rumours, you perceive, were never wanting where the
Borgias were concerned, and it may be that you are
beginning to rate these voces populi at their proper
value, and to apprehend the worth of many of those
that have been embalmed as truths in the abiding
records.
This latest rumour had it that Louis was purposely
keeping Valentinois by him, and intended ultimately
to carry him off to France, and so put an end to the
disturbances which he was creating in Italy. What a
consolation would not that have been to those Italian
princelings to whose undoing he had warred! And can
you marvel that they believed and circulated so
readily the thing for which they hoped so fondly? By
your appreciation of this may you measure the fresh
disappointment they endured.
So mistaken were they, indeed, as it now trans-
spired, that Louis had actually, at last, removed his
protection from Bologna, under the persuasion of Ce-
sare and the Pope. Before the Duke took his depar-
ture from the Court of King Louis, the latter entered
into a treaty with him in that connection to supply
him with three hundred lances: "De bailler au Valen-
tinois trois cents lances pour Paider a conquerir
Bologne au nome de 1'Eglise, et opprimer les Ursins,
Baillons et Vitelozze."